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Making Your Options

Core Subjects

U
All students will study the core subjects:
English Language 1 GCSE in English Language
English Literature 1 GCSE in English Literature
Mathematics 1 GCSE in Mathematics
Combined Science: Synergy 2 GCSE's in Science.

In addition to this, they will participate in core Physical Education (non examination).

Option Subjects

Students will then opt for additional subjects from the following; subjects in option blocks:

Animal Care, Art & Design, Computer Science, Dance, DT Food, DT Construction, DT Graphics, Digital
Applications, Drama, Financial Education, Geography, Health and social Care, History, Music, Psychology,
Religious Education, Separate Science, Spanish, Sport and Sociology.

Please note; Separate Science counts as one option as part of the course is taught in core science.

Please note that in the case where too few students have opted for a subject, the course will not run.
When making the decision for option subjects, it is important that you consider the following points:

1 Speak to your subject teacher to identify if you have the ability and skills to successfully compete
the course.
1 Isitrelevant to your future career goals?
1 Do you enjoy the subject and feel happy about studying it for the next 3 years?
9 Speak to your parents/carers.
There are lots of reasons to take a subject but here are some examples of the wrong reasons:

My friends are doing the same subject.

My sister or brother liked the course when they did it.
You get to go on a trip.

It looks easy.

I like the teacher.
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| just picked it because | couldn’t think of anything else.

It is important that you choose a range of subjects which match your interest, and abilities. Many
students will not yet have decided on a specific career and therefore should select options that provide a
range of choices for the future.

Consider the amount of assignment work and examination preparation each subject requires and how
the work is completed.

What is Ebacc?
The current English Baccalaureate is not a qualification itself but a particular group of GCSE subjects that
are usually looked on favourably by universities. The Ebacc subjects are:



English

Maths

Sciences (including computer science)
History or geography

A modern foreign language.
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Due to government school accountability reforms students at Bebington High School will
have to undertake at least 6 Ebacc subjects. These will include English Literature, English
Language, Maths and Science (2 GCSEs) and either Geography or History.

Schedule

Date Options Event

7th March 2018 Options form and student progress report sent out via parent mail

8th March 2018 Options Parents Evening

13th / 14th March 201 Student / Parent option meetings with Senior Teacher. Option Form to be

reviewed / completed.

Wk Beginning 16th April 2018 | Option choices confirmed.

Wk Beginning 3rd Sept 2018 | Course commences

Options Form and Parent mail

An option form, guidance letter and student progress report will be activated via Parentmail
on 7th March 2017. Any parent who cannot access Parentmail should notify the school office
(schooloffice@bebingtonhigh.wirral.sch.uk). The option form can provisionally be completed
for discussion at the Options Meeting.

Options Evening

The Option Evening is for both parents and students and will include a short presentation in
the assembly hall at 6.00 pm followed by option talks and subject departments giving
additional help and advice as required.

Options Meeting

There will also be the opportunity to discuss your son’s/daughter’s academic progress,
option choices and other related matters with a member of Senior Leadership Team or Senior
Teacher during an Options Meeting;, an individual time slot will be given. It is during this
meeting that option choices will be made and the form will be completed. If you cannot
make the given time slot, please advise the school office and we will endeavour to rearrange.
Your son/daughter will attend school as normal, coming out of lesson to attend the meeting.

Options Booklet

The Options booklet is available electronically via Parentmail and the school website.

Once all students have had a meeting and classes have been organised, students will be
issued a letter indicating the options they have been given. Year 9 will start KS4 timetables in
September 2017. There will be a period of settling in to ensure the right choices have been
made.
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English Language

Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: AQA
QAN: 601/4292/3

Why do this course?

English Language at GCSE is specifically designed to develop a range of subject specific and transferable
skills. This course will allow you to look at language in the ‘real world’ — how it works in a variety of
contexts, for differing audiences and purposes.

What will | learn?

During the course, you will learn how to analyse a range of fiction and non-fiction texts; how to deploy
written and spoken language effectively. Your analytical, interpretative and communicative skills will
develop throughout the course. Those skills are highly transferable and will support your learning in
other subjects.

How will | be assessed?
There are 2 exam papers that make up 100% of the final grade.

All texts in the examination will be unseen.

Areas of Study Include:

Paper 1 - Explorations in Creative Writing and Reading (1 hour 45 minutes; 80 marks; 50%)
9 Section A: Reading - one literature fiction text (4 questions; 40 marks; 25%)
9 Section B: Writing — descriptive or narrative writing (1 question; 40 marks; 25%)

Paper 2 — Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives (1 hour 45 minutes; 80 marks; 50%)
1 Section A: Reading - one non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text (4 questions; 40
marks; 25%)
9 Section B: Writing — writing to present a viewpoint (1 question; 40 marks; 25%)

2. Spoken Language - 0%

The speaking and listening skills are endorsed separately and have 0% weighting of GCSE. The teacher
sets the tasks and students will be assessed for three skills: presenting, responding to questions and
feedback, use of Standard English.

There is one tier. Grades 9- 1.

Opportunities for further study and Career Pathways.

Gaining a qualification in English Language is an important factor, whether you are going on to further
education or are making a career choice, as it indicates a good level of communication skills in reading,
writing and speaking and listening. It will allow you to pursue a career in media, journalism, law,
medicine, engineering and art.

Who should | speak to about this course?
Miss Maloszyc, Miss Redmond



English Literature

Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: AQA
QAN: 601/4447/6

Why do this course?

This course will enable you to read and engage with a variety of interesting and entertaining texts,
including drama, prose and poetry. By studying a wide range of texts — both modern and from literary
heritage - you will gain a comprehensive knowledge and understanding of social, cultural and historical
contexts of the world around you.

The GCSE in English Literature specification is a perfect match with English Language as it will allow you
to benefit greatly from the transferable skills learnt across both subjects.

What will | learn?

Over the course, you will be required to study how language, form and structure contribute to a text’s
meaning. In addition, you will also explore how social, cultural and historical contexts relate to a text. You
will develop your analytical skills by applying them to a range of stimulating texts. You will develop your
essay writing skills which are fundamental to a successful higher education.

How will I be assessed?
There are 2 exam papers that make up 100% of the final grade.
Areas of Study Include:
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19" century novel (1 hour 45 minutes; 64 marks; 40%)
9 Section A: Shakespeare (1 question — write in detail about an extract + write about Macbeth as
a whole)
1 Section B: the 19t century novel (1 question — write in detail about an extract + write about A
Christmas Carol as a whole)

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry (2 hours 15 minutes; 96 marks; 60%)
9 Section A: Modern texts (1 question from a choice of two on An Inspector Calls or Blood
Brothers)
1 Section B: Poetry (1 question — compare one named poem with another poem from the
Conflict and Power anthology that you have studied)
1 Section C: Unseen poetry (1 question — analyse one unseen poem and then compare it to
another unseen poem)
There is one tier - Grades 9 - 1.

Opportunities for further study and Career Pathways.

Gaining a qualification in English Literature is an important factor, whether you are going on to further
education or are making a career choice, as it indicates a good level of analytical and evaluative skills. It
will allow you to pursue a career in media, journalism, law, medicine, engineering and art.

Who should | speak to about this course?
Miss Maloszyc, Miss Redmond



Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: Edexcel
QAN: 601/4700/3

Why do this course?

Mathematics is a compulsory subject and one of the most useful! It can help you to question and
explain the world around you and develop skills, both practical and academic. It can also broaden
your range of options for the future — with many subjects and careers requiring some form of
Mathematics.

Your year group will be studying the new GCSE leading to a grade 1-9 rather than the traditional
grades A*-G. Whilst this has led to many changes in content, you have already begun studying
these content changes in year 9.

Mathematics is so important that the government has said that all students should continue to
study Mathematics until they achieve the expected standard in order to improve future chances.
No matter what you do at the end of year 11, even getting a job or an apprenticeship, you will have
to continue to study mathematics if you have not achieved a grade 4. If you are thinking of
studying Mathematics at A level, you will require a minimum grade 5.

What will | learn?
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How will | be assessed?

Opportunities for further study and Career Pathways.



